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significant challenge in China. The Ming Sung Umbrella Factory case serves as a prime example. In this case, Chinese and
foreign businessmen became embroiled in a heated dispute over the issue. At the heart of the case was the conflict between
two legal principles: the Pro-Rata Liability principle, upheld by joint venture norms, and the Joint Liability principle,
established by the Da Li Yuan’s ruling. The central question was which legal principle should take precedence. Ultimately,
the Da Li Yuan confirmed the primacy of the Pro-Rata Liability principle through a judicial interpretation. This case
underscored the dual challenges facing joint venture norms in the 1920s. Internally, the shifting dynamics within joint
ventures disrupted the delicate balance of risk-sharing between partners and creditors. Externally, these norms came under
increasing pressure from a transforming legal system, judicial reforms, and emerging economic forces. In response to these
challenges, Chinese merchant elites strongly defended joint venture norms. Analyzing their stance reveals the tension
between traditional local business practices and the evolving commercial and legal frameworks of the time, providing

valuable insight into the development of China’s modern commercial system.

Unraveling the Aggregation of Public Opinion: A Study of the 1946 Domestic Survey Conducted
by Shanghai’s Wen Wei P0 ......................................................... Chen Yuhan( 130)

In October 1946, the Readers’ Voices supplement of Shanghai’s Wen Wet Po conducted a public opinion poll on the
presence of U. S. troops in China and the ongoing civil war, attracting nearly 20,000 participants. The results revealed
strong public sentiment; the overwhelming majority of respondents called for the withdrawal of U. S. troops and the cessation
of the civil war. Several factors, including Wen Wei Po’s prior promotional efforts for this survey, its longstanding political
leanings, and the structure of the questionnaire and answer options, helped explain the poll’s outcome. The poll’s outcome
strengthened the forces opposing both the U.S. military presence and the civil war, placing significant pressure on the
United States through public opinion. In a volatile and rapidly changing political environment, both the Kuomintang
(KMT) and the Communist Party of China ( CPC) sought to leverage public opinion polls to their advantage in the struggle
for dominance, positioning themselves as the true representatives of popular sentiment while rallying public support. This
contestation was not only a continuation of political jockeying between the KMT and CPC, but also highlighted the growing

importance of public opinion and its political significance in China at the time.

A Study of the Newly Discovered Copy of Yuan Chang’s Diary and the Authenticity of Two
Widely Used Gengzi Diaries ......................................................... Zhu Jiaying( 145)

As China’s Minister of Foreign Affairs at the time, Yuan Chang personally experienced the Boxer Rebellion and its
aftermath. His Luanzhong riji can’gao ( Uncompleted Copy of the Diary in Chaos) and Yuan Jingqing riji (Diary of Yuan
Jingging) are key documents for studying this period of history. However, both diaries are incomplete and have undergone
significant deletions and revisions, which obscure the true events of some historical occurrences. In fact, both diaries share
a common source: Ouyi Diary, preserved at the Zhejiang Provincial Museum. This version is the closest to the original form

of Yuan Chang’s diary, and its discovery provides new opportunities to unravel many historical mysteries.



